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The New Whole-Nation System: China's Experience in Coordinating

Epidemic Prevention and Control and Resumption ofWork and Production
WANG Yahua CHEN Xiangning

Abstract: Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, coordinating epidemic prevention and control and resumption of
work and production has become a worldwide problem. However, China solved this dilemma well in the anti-
epidemic practice during 2020, not only controlling the Covid-19 timely and effectively, but also resuming
work and production quickly. This article analyzes this from national governance and proposes that the new
whole-nationsystem, with the Communist Party of China (CPC) as the core leadership, is the key. Based on the
panel data of 59 Chinese cities from February lst to March 17th, 2020, this paper conducts a quantitative
analysis of the new whole-nationsystem by using a fixed effect model, which has tested the impact of political
and policy factors, social mobilization factors, modern technology factors, epidemic situation factors, and
urban attribute factors on cities’ resumption of work and production. This paper finds that the new whole-
nation system transforms the institutional advantages of socialism with Chinese characteristics into governance
efficiency by improving governance system, implementing digital governance, and establishing social
mobilization mechanism. Based on this, this paper demonstrates that the leadership of the CPC is the
foundation of solving China's anti-epidemic dilemma, which has provided new insights into China’ s modern
national governance.

Keywords: New Whole-Nation System, Epidemic Prevention and Control, Resumption of Work and

Production, National Governance
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